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The Ocean in Summer
R H

Nakahara Chuya

Poem

Elegantly, the waves sparkle and shine
Silently and lovingly, the sky looks down
upon the waves
Elegantly, the waves sparkle and shine
On a quiet summer day

As if to comfort the wheezing of one’s heart
The waves gently lap upon the shore
As if to wash away the pain of the past
The golden waves pound against the shore

The waves are mild, yet firm
Like a familiar voice from the distant past
And they continue to reverberate nearby
In this wordless, silent landscape

As if passing on while watching over me
The waves remind me of Father’s eyes
That long forgotten pair of eyes
How I longed to see them again

Elegantly, the waves sparkle and shine
Silently and lovingly, the sky looks down
upon the waves
Elegantly, the waves sparkle and shine
On a quiet summer day

Translated by Nicholas Wong
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