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1. Prayer: Requiem Aeternam - Kyrie

2. Judgement: O Domine Jesu Christe — Dies Irae - Liber Scriptus (Solo)
Rex Tremendae (Solo) — Recordare
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Confutatis Maledictis (Solo & Chorus) — Amen
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4. Deliverance: Libera Me (Solo & Chorus) — Dies Illa
Requiem Aeternan (Solo) — In Paradisum — Amen
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Programme Notes

Requiem was composed in 2000-2001 and first performed by Stanmore Choral
Society on 23 March 2002. The orchestration was slightly revised for this version
published in 2020.

While it faithfully follows the traditional Latin text of the Requiem Mass, Requiem
is more symphonic than sacred. The four-movement structure employs the
circular form and extensive sharing of material between movements that is a
trademark of other compositions. The lyrical style owes much to John Rutter’s
Requiem, a performance of which I played in as a university student.

The first movement, Prayer, introduces the main thematic material. The main
Requiem aeternam theme appears again in the third and fourth movements.

Kyrie, meanwhile, becomes the unaccompanied Amen at the end of the second and
fourth movements — an homage to Benjamin Britten’s War Requiem, the other
Requiem | performed in as a student and which had a major influence on me.

The atmosphere of the second movement, Judgement, is darker, with its
dissonance, minor tonality and quintuple metre in Dies irae. The baritone solo
also makes his first appearance and thereafter has a major role in the three
remaining movements. The solo baritone, like the important violin solos in the
second and fourth movements, represent my own ‘voice’ as singer and
instrumentalist. These two soloists perform the most intimate and personal music
in Requiem.

The third movement, Worship, comprises three sub-movements: Sanctus, Pie Jesu
and Agnus Dei. The regular tempi and mood changes in Sanctus contrast with the
peaceful Pie Jesu, which, despite its simplicity and brevity, is the true heart of
Requiem. Agnus Dei, in a bouncy 5/8, finishes with a pealing of church bells
more reminiscent of a celebration than a Requiem.

In the final movement, Deliverance, a plainchant Libera me is followed by

recapitulation of material from all three previous movements. A final statement
of the Requiem aeternam theme by the baritone leads into an extended orchestral
tutti, which ends with a short brass chorale adaptation of Chopin’s funeral march.

Requiem is dedicated to my grandmother, Joan Johnston, who died peacefully in
January 2001 after a long and active life. Written in the knowledge of her
impending death, Requiem juxtaposes sadness with nostalgia for all the happy
memories. The end of Requiem in a warm F major is an expression of
thankfulness more than of grief — and the long violin solo which connects In
paradisum to the Amen a final, fond farewell.

Philip Seaton
Tokyo, May 2020
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